CONFEDERATION
Review

Before Confederation British North America was divided into 5 separate colonies: 


1.The Province of Canada (East and West)



2.Nova Scotia



3.New Brunswick



4.Newfoundland and Labrador



5.Prince Edward Island
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Background
· Lord Durham came to Canada to find out why both Upper and Lower Canada rebelled in 1837.  He made two major recommendations.  One of the recommendations was to give Canada RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT.

· Canada could choose any form of government they wanted – unlimited or limited government.  They chose a democracy with a constitutional monarchy.  Further, they chose a FEDERAL system which split the power between the central government and the regional (provincial) governments.  It was intended that the central government should have more power than the regional governments.

WHY CONFEDERATE?
· Between 1861 – 1865 the US was embroiled in a civil war between the Northern States & the Southern States
1. During the American Civil War (1861 – 1865) the British supported the South.
a. Britain did not support slavery, so why would they support the South?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. How did the North react to this support?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· “Robbers of St. Albans” – Southern soldiers attacked and robbed this northern town and fled to Canada.  They were tried in Montreal and set free and were even allowed to keep some of the money –  U.S. ANGRY!
c. Why was Canada concerned about an American revenge raid after the Robbers of St. Albans were acquitted in a Montreal court?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Fear of Manifest Destiny

· There was the belief by many Americans that it was their natural right to one day control all of North America…..Manifest Destiny – fear of annexation
a. What did the Americans propose to do in 1866 with their Annexation Bill?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Fenian Raids, while more of a nuisance than anything else, led Canadians to be concerned about raids across the border.

· Fenians were committed to Ireland's independence from England.
a. Why did the Fenians want to take over Canada?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Sporadic raids were launched into Upper Canada & New Brunswick  but failed without much support. 

· The argument emerged that a united Canada would be better able to resist such invasions
4. Canada could take over Rupertsland from the Hudson Bay Company.
· The Industrial Revolution made farm work easier – fewer people were needed to farm the same plot of land. 
· People were still having large families.

· The young people still wanted to be farmers, but now, all the land in Ontario and Quebec was taken.

a. What are two ways that this purchase would be helpful to Canada?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. The colonies needed to have free trade among themselves.

· Reciprocity Treaty (1854): an agreement between BNA and the United States allowing trade in certain goods without taxes or tariffs
· In 1865, the USA announced it was ending a ten-year “Reciprocity Treaty” with the BNA colonies
a. Why didn’t they trade with the US?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. What about Britain – didn’t they always give us a good deal?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· This was very difficult since Britain controlled who Canada could and could not trade with.
· The only solution for the BNA colonies would be to trade among themselves
c. Why was this also a costly proposition? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· If the colonies were united, it would be easier to trade with one another
6. Trade with other countries would be more likely if all the colonies were joined as a single country.

a. How does that work?!?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Canada was an up and coming young area.  They wanted all the “things” that more established or richer countries had.  Things like canals, railways and other big public projects were needed here.

· A rail link between the colonies was essential for trade, communication & defence

· Extending the railway would help to open the West to British immigrants, thus securing the land form American intrusion
· Grand Trunk Railway: all British route linking Canada West with the Atlantic Ocean at Halifax
a. How did the Canadians figure to pay for all of this if they no longer belonged to a bigger country?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Political deadlock.  There were too many small parties with their own agendas who were too stubborn to work together.

· There were too many small political parties in Canada – nothing got done
· The Province of Canada had four failed governments in four years
a. Who were these uncooperative groups?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. How would confederation fix this?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Language and cultural rights could be guaranteed under a federal system.

a. So, why couldn’t they be guaranteed under a colonial system.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Only as their own country could Canadians ensure that they controlled their language and cultural rights.
b. Really, who do you think was pushing for this one.

_________________________________________________________________________________

10. Britain’s attitude toward Canada was changing.  
· The colonies used to get special consideration in trade, but that stopped.  Britain used to pay for the defence of our country, but now they wanted to stop that too.  British taxpayers felt that the “colonies” weren’t paying their fair share and were more of a burden than an asset
· Defence was very expensive
· “Special” trade deals could not be made any longer.
· Bad news for the colonies with US expansion & Fenian raids
a. So, how did Britain really feel about Canada becoming independent?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
FATHERS OF CONFEDERATION
· There were many people involved in achievement of Confederation

· We are going to look at 3 of the 36 men who are known as “Fathers of Confederation” because of their dedication to the uniting of British North America.
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1. Sir John A. MacDonald

· Trained in law and business 

· Brought together various groups with a financial stake in the Province of Canada

· He helped form the 1854 coalition with Upper Canadian reformers and French Canadians, creating the Liberal-Conservative Party 

· He was a leading delegate at all three Confederation conferences, and was knighted for his work towards union
a. What is he BEST known for?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. What were his major contributions to confederation?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Georges Etienne Cartier

· Trained in law and business

· Together with John A. Macdonald, he was co-premier of the Province of Canada. 

· During the 1837 Rebellion, fought in the battle of Saint-Denis

· Presented a bill to the Union parliament to create the Grand Trunk Railway Company of Canada. 

· Another primary architect of Canadian Confederation
· Cartier and Macdonald shared a common political view of Canada – as a strong central government with several weaker regional govenments
· Saw Canada as a land of great potential – free, equal, and independent
a. For which group did Cartier become the spokesperson during the confederation debates?

_________________________________________________________________________________
3. George Brown

· Founded the Globe newspaper in 1843

· As a reformer he reorganized the Clear Grit Party in 1857
· This party supported separation of church and state (He didn’t want any church officials to have a say in what laws were to be made.  He felt that church doctrines divided people too much)

a. What is “Rep by Pop”?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In 1864, he proposed the Great Coalition to John A. Macdonald and George-Étienne Cartier, and went on to play a major role at the Charlottetown and Québec Conferences.
CONFEDERATION CONFERENCES

· Three main conferences shaped the future of Canada:
· Charlottetown Conference (Summer 1864)
· Quebec Conference (Oct 1864)
· London  Conference (Dec 1866-March 1867)
· The Dominion of Canada…..July 1st, 1867
1. Charlottetown Conference (Summer, 1864)
a. Which colonies attended this conference?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. What was the ORIGINAL reason for this conference?

_________________________________________________________________________________
c. So, how did the province of Canada get involved?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· It was decided to meet at Quebec later in the year to discuss Confederation
2. Quebec Conference (Oct. 1864)
· Attended by NS, NB, PEI, Canada East, Canada West, Newfoundland
a. What became the basis for confederation?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. What were the two primary principles of this union?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Delegates returned to their colonies to inform their people about the 72 Resolutions
3. London Conference (Dec. 1866 – March, 1867)

· Attended by Members from New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and the Province of Canada

a. Why didn’t PEI or Newfoundland attend this final conference?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. When did the British North America Act receive royal assent?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. If that is when it received assent, why do we celebrate Canada Day on July 1?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Conferences, 1864 - 1867

The Charlottetown Conference

In 1864, representatives of the Maritime colonies went to Charlottetown to discuss a Maritime Union. The leaders of the colony of Canada asked to be invited to suggest instead a larger scheme of union, Confederation of the Maritime colonies and the colony of Canada. Representatives from Canada, both Canada East and West, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, and New Brunswick attended. The conference itself was a social occasion with general discussions about the idea of Confederation. The result was an agreement to meet again at Quebec for more serious and more detailed discussions. 

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

The Quebec Conference
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The Quebec Conference was a serious discussion of the specific details of Confederation. John A. Macdonald was the most important figure, always finding a way to get agreement on some very difficult problems. A legislative union is a country where all the laws are made by the central government. John A. Macdonald wanted a legislative union because he saw how a federal union in the USA had led to civil war. A federal union is a government where the central government makes some laws, but the provinces make their own laws for local matters. 

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

It was decided that the new country would have a federal government.The House of Commons would be elected using rep by pop.There would also be an appointed Senate with equal regional representation. The British parliamentary system would be used. Parliament would be made up of three parts, the elected House of Commons, the appointed Senate, and the monarch, represented for normal business by the Governor-General. 

The Province of Canada became the provinces of Ontario and Quebec. Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland were not interested in the idea, so the new country would be made up of four provinces, Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. 

Quebec would have 65 MPS, and that would become the basis for working out how many Members of Parliament each of the other provinces would have. French Canadian delegates accepted the terms of Confederation because the province would have control of local affairs, specifically education and religion. French culture would thus not be threatened by the bigger English population. 

Canada West was happy because it got just about everything it wanted. George Brown got rep by pop, and the province would be able to dominate affairs in the new country. The deadlock of the previous years would be over. 

Delegates from the Maritimes were not so happy because they would have little power in the federal government, as they were so much smaller than Ontario and Quebec in population, but, like Quebec, they would be able to keep control of local matters. 

The Senate was created to give each region an equal say in government, to offset the population advantage of Ontario. It also required senators to be wealthy, to own property worth $4,000, to make sure property laws were kept. 

At the end of the Quebec Conference the delegates drew up a list of seventy-two recommendations called the Quebec Resolutions. The system proposed at Quebec is very similar to the system we still have in Canada today, though much has been added to it. 
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The delegates would have to explain these recommendations to the assemblies in each colony and persuade them to pass them, so that they could then ask the British government to approve the plan for Confederation. Thanks to the great Coalition, the plan was swiftly passed in Canada. There was much opposition in the Maritime colonies. Newfoundland was not interested from the start. New Brunswick electors voted Tilley out of office for a while, and Tupper had to face the determined opposition of Joseph Howe in Nova Scotia. Eventually, both legislatures voted for confederation. Fenian raids in New Brunswick showed how weak that colony would be if it tried to stand alone. 

Top of Form
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The London Conference, 1867
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In 1866, delegates from the three colonies travelled to London, where the British government approved the plan for confederation. A law of the British parliament acted as the constitution of Canada, and this fact was to cause trouble later, when Canada wanted to have its constitution as a Canadian law, not a British law. On July 1, 1867, the British North America Act, commonly called the BNA Act was proclaimed. The original Dominion of Canada had four provinces, Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, but the BNA Act looked forward to including British Columbia and the lands of the Hudson's Bay Company. Its motto, a mari usque ad mare, from sea to sea. 

Questions

1. [image: image8.png]


Who attended the Charlottetown Conference?
2. Who attended the Quebec Conference?
3. How was the Quebec Conference different from the Charlottetown Conference?
4. What was the importance of John A. Macdonald at these meetings?
5. What is a legislative union?
6. What is a federal union?
7. What decision was made about the system of government the new country would have?
8. What happened to the Province of Canada?
9. What parts would Parliament have?
10. How many representatives would Quebec have?
11. Why did the French Canadian delegates from Canada East accept Confederation?
12. Why were delegates from Canada West happy?
13. Why were delegates from the Maritimes not so happy?
14. Why was the senate created?
15. What did the delegates draw up at the end of the Quebec Conference?
16. What would the delegates do when they returned home?
17. How similar to today's government system was the system of government proposed at the Quebec conference?
18. What happened to the idea of Confederation in the years after the Quebec Conference?
19. Why was a third conference held in London?
20. What was the British North America Act (the BNA Act)? 
